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Introduction
When buying gas (fuel) in the USA, there is
one problem you will encounter if you
come from the UK, or indeed from other
places as well.
In the UK, we are used to filling our vehicle
with fuel first and then paying afterwards,
either in the shop or at the pump. This is
not the case in the USA, where nearly
always, you have to pre-pay first.
Americans do this at the pump. They preauthorising their card first by sliding it into
the pump, fill up and then drive away.
However, many USA pumps do not yet use
Chip and Pin, so as a security measure,
Americans are sometimes asked to enter
their zipcode (like our postcode) to prove
they are the owner of that card.
Because us Brits don't have a zipcode, we
cannot do that, but this guide tells you a
sneaky and very useful way of getting
around that!
Many thanks to Bev Beechey for the
information on this!
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To overcome this problem of not having an
American zipcode, you normally have to go into
the shop first and tell the attendant how much
fuel you want (who knows that if you want to fill
up?) and then you can only pump that amount of
gas, or less.
If less, you have to go back in to get the
overpayment put back on your card.
Alternatively, you can leave you card with the
attendant and after filling up, go back into the
shop, pay and retrieve your card.
Both of these options soon become an
annoyance.
However, this is how you overcome it.
1. Go to the pump and put your UK credit card in
2. If prompted for the zipcode, you have to enter
five numbers.
3. Using only the numbers (ignore the letters)
from your UK postcode, enter those first, followed
by zeros.
For example, if your postcode is SW1A 2AA, you
need to enter 12000 when prompted for your
zipcode.
If your postcode is BA23 5LU, you enter 23500.
Yes, this trick really does work!

